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One of the core objectives in IAS is the ability to write in a dynamic and thoughtful 

manner. This includes the ability to design writing for an intended audience to 

communicate their thoughts effectively. Secondly, how the student uses evidence that is 

both quantitative (the use of hard facts such as statistics) and qualitative (evidence via 

interview and analysis) for a developed and thorough presentation of knowledge. Finally, 

as a student of IAS, the skill of understanding one’s own position in the writing and the 

effect of the identity held changes the work in a manner that matches the opinions and 

perspective of the author. This has a profound positive and lasting effect on the 

effectiveness the author has in communicating and connecting with their audience. 

The first piece of work that demonstrates this my work Education in Conflict: 

Afghanistan’s endangerment of the educational system and the United States responsibility 

in these issues. This independent research project cumulated in a polished twenty-five-

page paper that I plan to send Washington State legislative representatives. This piece 

stretched my thinking and capabilities as a writer as I had to balance different perspectives 

to develop a clear and concise position and thesis. The description of the problem, 

analysis of the problem via international and domestic law, a thorough stakeholder’s 

analysis, a legal and moral obligation and final a policy solution condensed into twenty-

five pages made me be creative and concise in order to deliver the material effectively. I 

used mainly quantitative data and legal proceeding to develop an argument and thus a 

foreign policy proposal.  



The second piece of work that exemplifies this goal is the development of a 

Research Proposal: Hipsterism, Gentrification, and Race; conducted in Approaches to 

Cultural Research. I took my own interests and placement within a culture and developed 

a clear thesis surrounding the intersectionality of identity that a hipster holds in 

relationship to race and the discriminatory practices of gentrification.  I was able to use 

quantitative data, drawing upon observations, interviews and analysis of visual texts to 

create a clear thesis of research. I was also able to draw upon the use of self-reflexivity in 

evaluation of my contributions to this power structure and the identity that I occupy in this 

space.  

Finally, my piece on Danny Lyon and his activism through photography challenged 

me to articulate a dynamic art piece via written communication. The use of descriptive 

and intentional details to inform the audience of the significance of his photographs was 

incredibly important in the construction of this piece. Further, taking the description and 

developing an analysis of the piece, drawing together historical data and narratives 

cumulates the piece for the audience to understand the importance and impact that 

Danny Lyon held in the civil Rights movement.  

These pieces have helped me develop my voice and ability to communicate 

effectively to differentiating audiences. I have learned the necessary skills in which I can 

write as a historian or social justice activist. I feel that I have learned how to write through 

my intersectional identity balancing the complex identity I hold as an interdisciplinary 

scholar drawing from many different fields.  


