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For the interdisciplinary research and inquiry value held in IAS, I learned how to conduct 

that research across all areas of my scholarship in order to create a rich and substantial 

research product. This is done by consulting a wide array of sources and mediums to draw 

together a conclusion across many different disciplines of study. The evaluation of 

multiple perspectives and identities are extremely important in creating a well-balanced 

and equally positioned paper. The article that best exemplifies this is my research 

conducted in Washington D.C. in September 2016. Our research group collaborated with 

different think tanks and non-governmental organizations to draw together sources, 

context and opinions on the topic of which we were researching. We engaged with the 

skill of questioning in order to receive the answer that was helpful and substantial to the 

project that we were working on. During our time there in the evenings we also would 

collaborate together, thinking of ways to develop questions, or beginning to piece together 

our projects. We met with our congressional lawmakers and senators to discuss our policy 

issues with them. This required that we were well researched and prepared to engage in a 

extensive conversation. I was able to have one of these conversation with Senator Maria 

Cantwell, as she was uninformed about the educational situation in Afghanistan and was 

concerned about the United States involvement in this human rights violation. Because I 

was prepared with my research, I was able to contribute to a part government and 

hopefully be a responsible global citizen, fighting for injustice. This transformative 

experience that would shape how I would later write out my research.  



The second artifact directly relates to the research that was done in Washington 

D.C. as I wrote a lengthy research paper upon returning home. Education in Conflict, 

Afghanistan’s responsibility to provide safe and equal education, as well as the United 

States to evaluating funding of human rights violations. Through the development of this 

paper, connected content that I learned in both education, human rights, history and 

ethnic studies courses to develop this 25-page paper. The longest paper that I have ever 

written, as well as the most in depth and developed research. This paper really is the 

culmination of my work as an IAS student, showing that I can take issues from across 

disciplines and analyze them together to create a research product.  


