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The critical and creative learning objective of the School of Interdisciplinary Arts and 

Sciences ensures that each student who graduates is able to move beyond the basic skill 

synthesizing theoretical texts and places emphasis on how the text is interacts across 

different disciplines, cultures and contexts. This means that the student needs to 

understand and identify the main themes, analyze in regards to their own held identity, 

the identity of others, and the place the text within cultural settings. The Student must be 

able to take the formed analysis and incorporate it into a world view via reflection of self 

and others and through application practices. The ability to think both critically and 

creatively can be seen in many of the works done in my undergraduate career. In 

particular, the piece that sticks out to me the most is work done in Modern European 

Intellectual History Course; The Discourse of Freud on Arendt, Eichmann and Kant. This 

piece of scholarship required of me to write in a style and understanding of Sigmound 

Freud while engaging other enlightenment philosophers such as Arendt, Eichmann and 

Kant. This style of writing is both a creative and an analytical approach to show full scope 

of understanding of each individual text, their meanings, and their application. From the 

analysis of the text through close readings, I was able to place the texts in concert with 

each other. This demonstrates both comprehension and understanding as well as being 

able to connect the texts either positively or in disagreement of each author. This piece 

also demonstrates the core value of critical and creative thinking as I had to narrow and 

identify each authors main argument, then be able to develop Freud’s thoughts of the 
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other authors. A second piece of work that demonstrates the critical and creative thinking 

is my Three Reflection Essays for Human Rights and Public Culture. With these 

assignments I learned the difference and importance of analysis; this, in comparison to 

providing a summary, is much more substantive and places importance on skills such as 

close reading, interpretation and contextual analysis of each piece. These texts challenge 

my own personal beliefs positively and allowed me to explore new and stimulating new 

intellectual avenues to further my education. The reflections required me to evaluate 

personal beliefs and their conjunction to structures of power and dominate discourse and 

how to engage the text in substantive and thoughtful ways. I Learned how to reflect on the 

intersectionality both culturally, and within my personal identity, gaining skills in both 

analyzing and then articulating both sides of a particular argument, all through the 

reflecting process that these assignments provided.   

 The critical and creative thinking skills developed in IAS provide the student to 

engage texts in a more substantial level providing giving each student the skills necessary 

to develop and articulate critical responses to all materials.  


