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Dotson, Scott Warren. Human Rights Public Culture: Reflection Essays. 2016. TS Three, Reflective 
Essays, University of Washington, Bothell. 
 
Reflecting upon the work shown here, I included this sample to represent my interest and growth in 

human rights discourse, as this was the first set of papers that I completed surrounding human 

rights work. They discuss issues of intersectionality of identity and media with implications and the 

discourse of human rights. These reflections were personal, where I wrestled with theoretical ideas, 

then examining them through media and how I have personally either engaged with or actively 

participated in human rights violations. This was a sobering moment of understanding the vast 

scope of human rights violations, giving a passion and desire to investigate the human rights 

discourse further.  These assignments were completed in BIS 313 – Human Rights Public Culture.  

	
Dotson, Scott Warren. Washington D.C. Human Rights Seminar. September 2016. 
 
Participating in the research group that went to Washington D.C. we examined foreign human rights 

violations and the connection to the United States foreign policy. Meeting with Non-Governmental 

Organizations, State Senators, representatives from the National War College, and various Think 

Tanks. This opened my eyes to the complexities of bureaucracy as well as gave me desire to dream 

higher and not limit myself to the local level, but recognizing that I do in fact hold skill to work on 

the national level to make an effect on systematic oppression via policy change. The course 

associated with this research group was, BIS 403 Washington D.C. Human Rights Seminar.  

	
Dotson, Scott Warren. Education in Conflict: Afghanistan’s Human Rights Violations in the 
Educational Setting, and the United States Involvement. 2016. TS, University of Washington, 
Bothell.  
 
I would consider this research paper to be the prized piece of my college career, as it takes an 

intersectional approach to understanding the complexities of the unsafe educational practices in 

Afghanistan as troops are using educational institutions as forward operating bases, drawing 

insurgents into the area, creating a hostile environment for students. Further the complexity of this 

issue deepens due to the United States funding of the Republic of Afghanistan and their legal 

obligation to not support human rights violations. This piece drew on all parts of my education from 

understanding human right discourse, legality of both international and domestic contributions, and 

the desired moral and ethical practices of the international community. This assignment was in 

completion of BIS 403, Washington D.C. Human Rights Seminar 



Dotson, Scott Warren. The Discourse of Freud on Arendt, Eichmann and Kant. 2015. TS, University 
of Washington, Bothell. 
 
This course and content was the first attempt at drawing together theoretical frameworks that was 

in complete opposition to personal beliefs that I hold. This project made me have to set aside these 

beliefs and work contextually and theoretically to develop a framework in which one author (Freud) 

would view Arendt, Eichmann, and Kant. This pushed me out of my comfort zone, and I believe was 

the first work that made really re-examine what and why I believe, and how these held beliefs 

contribute to social and cultural hierarchies. I feel that after I wrote this, my perspective changed to 

engage all content in critical analysis. This assignment was completed in BIS 354 – Modern 

European Intellectual History.  

	
Dotson, Scott Warren. Danny Lyon's Activism Displayed Through Photography. 2015. TS, 
University of Washington, Bothell.  
 
My personal passion for art and photography was exemplified with this piece, as I got to engage 

mediums interdisciplinary. This piece I wrote a historical analysis on Danny Lyon, engaging his 

photographs in a photography that display resistance and oppression during the civil rights 

movement. The skills that I learned while researching and writing about Lyon was the power of 

representation and the use of the art form of photography, as well as understanding the historical 

setting and oppression felt by his subjects in his art. This assignment was completed in BIS 476 – 

Issues in Art History.  

	
Dotson, Scott Warren. Hipsterism, Gentrification, and Race: Research Proposal. 2016. TS, 
University of Washington, Bothell. 
 
Learning the skill of writing a research proposal around the culture of hipsters as they embody the 

hierarchy and supremacy seen in racial discourses. The baseline study is done along aside a 

research proposal to gain funding for further research to be conducted, I gained tools for future 

research. This project has helped question white culture and the ideas of hierarchy that exist. This 

assignment was completed in BIS 340 – Approaches to Cultural Research 

 
Intersectionality and Understanding Equity. Directed by Scott Warren Dotson. 2016. Film. 
 
I created this film to illustrate the how identity is constructed both socially and historically. Further 

the understanding of equity is brought into the film, to help the viewer understand the difference 

between equality and equity and the ramifications it has on the intersectionality of identity. This was 

for my Race, Identity and culture in the classroom, and is a foundation for the educational 

department, giving an understanding and ability to recognize how identity changes the classroom 



setting for all students. This film was the cumulating project for the class as a demonstration of 

learning of the class objectives. This project was done in BEDUC 330 – Race, Culture and Identity 

in the Classroom.  

 
Dotson, Scott Warren. Racial Autobiography. 2016. TS, University of Washington, Bothell.  
 
Identity is a complex issue that surround everyone in different ways. The primary identity that 

cannot be changed is our racial identity. This paper is an understanding of my own racial identity to 

help position myself within the the global context of race. Acknowledging the position that I hold as 

well as the relationship society has placed on that position in comparison to others. I included this 

in a demonstration of learning as a means that I was able to understand and how I am represented 

and positioned in society. This was done for the core class of my major, BISAMS 305 – Power, 

Dissent and American Culture.  

	


